
AGENDA REPORT 
 
TO: Mayor Pro Tem Jean McConnell & Clare City Commissioners 
FROM: Diane Lyon, City Clerk 
DATE: February 28, 2019 
RE: *Communications 
 
For the Agenda of March 4, 2019 
 
*Note:  This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered as routine by the City 
Commission.  As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all 
other Consent Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be 
individually discussed, in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered and acted upon in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City 
Commission agenda of March 4, 2019 
 
FOIA Requests

 

:  The most recent FOIA requests & responses are attached for your information; 
Ogg Investigative Services. 

Bureau of Elections.

  

 The Bureau of Elections has provided a news update on a newly updated 
Election Officials Manual; recent changes to election law resulting from the passage of Proposal 
18-3; amended voter registration requirements and Election Commission requirements.  The 
Bureau of Elections has also provided a Legislative Change Summary. 

SOS Media Release.

 

  The Secretary of State’s office has provided a news release regarding no-
reason absentee voting in Michigan. 

Insurance Claim Denial Letter.

 

 The City’s insurer has provided a letter of denial regarding a slip 
and fall claim. 

Code Letter. The Clare County Community Development office issued a notice to the property 
owner to remove an unsafe structure at 211 E. 5th

 
 Street. 

MACTV Newsletter.
 

  MAC TV has provided a listing of community event video links. 

Attachments
 

.  As noted above. 
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Diane Lyon

From: Michigan Bureau of Elections [MISOS@public.govdelivery.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 11:57 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: News Update - Election Officials' Manual Updated, Proposal 3 Changes, and More

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

February 27, 2019 

Election Officials' Manual 
Updated 

Over the next week, updates to the 
chapters in the Election Officials' Manual will be posted to 
the website.  Please note the revision date of February 
2019 in the upper right hand corner and on the website 
link. Please also note that there may be additional changes 
to the manual (perhaps even prior to the May election).  
We will announce any further changes in future News 
Updates. 

 
Proposal 3 and Voter 
Registration 

This article is the first in a series of three 
covering the recent changes to elections 
from the passage of Proposal 18-3 and 

legislation enacted in late 2018 and covers the changes to 
the voter registration process.  Subsequent articles will 
cover the changes to absentee balloting, notices (including 
samples!), postings, and election inspector processes.  In 
late March an online course will be released fully covering 
the changes.  All election administrators will be required to 
complete the training. 

Voter Registration 

Sections D, E, and F of Proposal 3 and enacted legislation 
make changes to the voter registration process.  Section D 
changes the Secretary of State branch process to 
“automatic voter registration.”  When eligible citizens who 
are not already registered to vote complete a driver’s 
license or personal identification card transaction, they will 
be automatically registered to vote unless they 
affirmatively decline. Registered voters will have their 

IN THIS ISSUE 
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QVF 
Refresh Up
date 

The following 
QVF Refresh software 
updates have been 
released to accommodate 
necessary changes 
resulting from Proposal 3: 

Voter Registration 

 effective date 
logic changed 
from 30 days to 
15 days from date 
registered unless 
registered in 
person at the 
clerk’s office with 
the proper 
residency 
verification (ID 
and residency) 

 a new residency 
verification field 
has been added 
to be used from 



2

records updated if their address or other information has 
changed. Voters will not need to complete the blue and 
white registration form, so branch offices will be sending 
you voter registration information in a new format. When 
the form redesign is complete, we’ll announce the change 
and a sample of the new form. 

Sections E and F of Proposal 18-3 and enacted legislation 
change the traditional “close of registration.” The deadline 
to register to vote is no longer 30 days before an election. 
Under the new law, voters may register in person, by mail, 
or online up to 15 days prior to an election. Voters may 
also register in person with their local clerk within 14 days 
of an election, up to and including Election Day.  A voter 
registering in the final 14 days, including Election Day, will 
need to show proof of residency in addition to proof of 
identity (or an ID that proves both). A chart showing the 
types of proof of residency and identity is available on 
page 13 of Chapter 2 of the Election Officials’ Manual. 
NOTE: Only voters registering in the final 14 days must 
show proof of residency while registering. 

Because a voter may register on Election Day, the clerk or 
a deputized staff member (not an election inspector) must 
be available for voter registration services at the Clerk’s 
Office all of Election Day.  This means that local clerks 
who have the county clerk maintain their voter registration 
will need to take QVF training on voter registration so that 
they can utilize QVF in that 14-day period.  Training 
information will be forthcoming. 

We know this process may raise some questions and 
concerns.  The requirement to use QVF in real time has 
never been more important.  We are making system 
changes to help guide you through the QVF, which if used 
properly will make this process simple. For example, if you 
select Clerk's Office as the registration location in the final 
14 days, the system will now know to ask you what type of 
identity and residency verification the voter provided.  This 
will determine if the voter receives a regular or challenged 
ballot. The system will also display the information in the 
ePollbook and on the voter’s receipt that QVF will 
generate. See pages 2-3 of Chapter 2 of the QVF Refresh 
Manual. 

Here are some answers to questions we’ve already 
received: 

1. When I try to register a voter, what happens if he 
or she has received an absentee ballot in another 
jurisdiction? 

 If the voter has not returned that absentee ballot, 
you can register the voter. QVF will reject the 
absentee ballot and notify the other clerk. 

 If the voter has already returned the absentee 

14 days prior to 
and including 
Election Day 
when a voter 
registers in your 
jurisdiction 

 effective dates are 
red and bolded 
when the voter 
does not qualify to 
vote until after the 
upcoming election 
date 

Absentee Voter Details 

 a warning 
message appears 
if an AV ballot 
was already 
issued and/or 
received in the 
voter’s previous 
jurisdiction. 

Chapter 2 of the QVF 
Refresh manual has been 
updated to reflect these 
changes.  Please note - 
additional QVF changes will 
be coming next month and 
the manual will be updated 
again as a result. 

More software development 
changes are currently being 
worked on and will be 
released once completed 
and tested. We will keep 
you posted in the News 
Updates as these are 
released. 

 
Tempo
rary 
Precin
ct 
Consolidations for 
May Elections 

Election Commission 
Requirements 

The deadline for temporary 
precinct consolidations for 
the May election is Friday, 
March 8th. Things to 
remember: 

 the Election 
Commission must 
pass a resolution 

 a consolidated 
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ballot, the registration will not go into effect in your 
jurisdiction until after the election (meaning the 
voter cannot vote in your jurisdiction in that 
election), unless the voter has asked the old 
jurisdiction to reject the absentee ballot. The 
absentee ballot rejection process must be done in 
writing. 

This process is charted out on pages 12-13 of Chapter 6 of 
the Election Officials’ Manual. 

2. What if the voter tries to register in more than one 
jurisdiction on Election Day? 

 The voter will only be allowed to register once on 
Election Day.  If someone attempts to register in a 
second jurisdiction, QVF will not allow the update 
and the clerk will receive a system message. 

3. What about the 30-day residency requirement?  
Does that still apply? 

 Yes. By law, voters must be 30-day residents of a 
jurisdiction to be qualified to vote in that 
jurisdiction.  This is a self-certifying requirement: 
The voter only needs to sign an attestation 
confirming the voter has or will have lived in that 
jurisdiction for 30 days at the time of voting. The 
voter does not need to provide documents proving 
the voter has lived in the jurisdiction for 30 days. 

4. Can residency proof be electronic?  Say the voter 
has access to their utility bill on a cell phone but 
doesn’t have a physical copy. 

 Yes, the documents used for residency verification 
can be shown to the clerk on a cell phone. The 
voter does not need a print out. 

What else? 

 Voters who register in the last 14 days at any 
location other than a clerk’s office will be provided 
a notice that the voter must register in person with 
the new clerk in order to vote in the new location, 
or otherwise can vote in the old location for the 
upcoming election.  This notice will be given to 
voters who register at SOS Branch Offices, Voter 
Registration Agencies, and County Clerks. The 
local clerk will send a notice to those who register 
by mail. View a sample in the eLearning Center. 

 When a voter who did register at another location 
appears in person at the local clerk's office, the 
clerk does not need to re-enter the voter in to the 
system.  Simply pull up the voter's record, select 

precinct cannot 
contain more than 
5,000 active 
registered voters 

 only whole 
precincts may be 
combined 

 voters must be 
notified by mail if 
their polling 
location has 
changed 

 notice must be 
posted at the 
closed polling 
location & provide 
directions to the 
new polling 
location 

 temporary 
consolidations are 
only permissible 
in non-
state/federal 
elections 

For more information 
regarding the temporary 
consolidation of precincts, 
please refer to Chapter 14 
of the Election Officials’ 
Manual or the online course 
titled Voting Precincts and 
Polling Locations. 

 
BOE 
Question 
of the 
Week: 

How long 
do we have to keep 
cancelled mastercards? 

Answer:  Cancelled 
mastercards have to be 
retained for 5 years.  See 
the Retention Schedule for 
details on how long other 
election materials need to 
be retained. 

Have a question you'd  like 
to see 
in the Question of the 
Week?  Send it to 
elections@michigan.gov. 

 
Helpful Links 



4

Clerk's Office as the Registration Location, select 
the correct of Residency Verification Option, and 
Save. 

 Because of Proposal 18-3’s amendments to the 
Michigan Constitution, the Must Vote in Person 
(MVIP) requirement for voters who register by mail 
their first time in Michigan no longer applies.  This 
designation will be removed from all voters’ 
records in QVF, and QVF will no longer mark new 
registrants with the requirement.  Please note, this 
does NOT eliminate the state and federal ID 
requirement for first time voters who register by 
mail.  For more information see pages 8-9 of 
Chapter 2 of the Election Officials’ Manual.  

 The law now defines receipt of a mail-in 
registration form without a postmark as received 
on time if it is received by the 8th day prior to the 
election and dated at least 15 days prior to the 
election. 

 Any challenged status given to a voter who 
registered within 14 days of an election will be 
removed after election day, regardless of whether 
they voted or not. 

 

 
 

 

Questions?  Please contact the Bureau of Elections at 1-800-292-5973 or elections@michigan.gov.   

The Bureau of Elections News Update will always be sent to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk email accounts.  If other election 
administrators would like to receive this newsletter as well use the Subscribe link below to have it sent directly to another 
email account. 

It is recommended that you add misos@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov and MISOS@public.govdelivery.com to your safe 
senders list. 

   

   Questions? 
   Contact Us  

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
Subscribe  | Help 

This email was sent to dlyon@cityofclare.org using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Michigan Secretary of State · 430 W. Allegan Street · 
Lansing, MI 48918 · 1-888-767-6424 
 

 



Legislative Summary  
Provided by the Michigan Bureau of Elections 

Updated as of 1.7.2019 
 
 
January 7, 2019 Legislative Summary 

HB 4700 -- Canvass/Certification Process for Precinct Delegates 
• The responsibility for certifying precinct delegate winners moves from precinct 

inspectors to the county clerk, who must make the certification within 7 days of the 
primary election.   

• Write-ins for precinct delegate must now file with the county clerk (rather than the city 
or township clerk) and can still file as write-ins in the precinct on election day.    

• Assigned 2018 PA 611. 
  
HB 4734 -- Miscellaneous Changes to County Canvass Process 

• Clarifies that it is the County Prosecuting Attorney, County Sheriff, or Register of Deeds 
who may be appointed to fill a temporary vacancy on the County Election Commission. 

• Changes compensation for the Board of County Canvassers. 
• Provides that the County Clerk may employ assistants to help perform the duties of the 

board and payment for the assistants must be authorized by the county clerk. 
• Requires every jurisdiction to use the EPB and provides that the EPB must be 

downloaded after 4pm on the Monday before the election, unless the jurisdiction has 
51 or more precincts.  In jurisdictions with 51 or more precincts, the download must 
occur after 2pm on the Saturday before the election.  

• Requires the county canvass to commence no later than 9am on the Thursday after the 
election instead of at 1pm on the day after the election.  The County Clerk or the Clerk’s 
staff shall determine the meeting date and time.  Please note this deadline applies to all 
election. 

• Imposes a new requirement on counties to report to the Secretary of State the number 
of out-of-balance precincts that were not reconciled during the canvass. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 614 with immediate effect. 
  
HB 4747 and HB 4748 -- Filing Fee for Township Offices 

• Allows candidates for township supervisor, trustee, clerk, treasurer, and park 
commissioner to file a refundable $100 filing fee in lieu of nominating petitions. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 653 and 2018 PA 654 with immediate effect.  
  
HB 5199 -- Presidential Election Canvass 

• Mandates that the Secretary of State order the expedited canvass of the presidential 
election results if the winner’s margin of victory in Michigan is less than 25,000 votes, 
removing the Secretary’s discretion to do so. 

• Assigned PA 382 of 2018 with immediate effect. 
 
HB 5801 -- Election Notice Requirements Under the Property Tax Limitation Act 

• Notice of election for an increase in the total tax rate limitation must include a 
statement of the amount by which the total tax rate limitation is increased and the 
number of years the increase would be effective. 

• No longer requires a statement by the county treasurer. 
• Assigned 2018 PA 658. 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2017-HB-4700&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=AOZyHQEfZvTUSP2IFVt5t6Oqq7j%2Boe%2BCViUj57NUieE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2017-HB-4734&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=0x%2BtdNkXoJfxE5gQpvaXvO0uTVYO4OLwX9Fdrr2Y%2FIo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2017-HB-4747&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=XgPMN%2BgZ8XlZKTixtPM%2FZeoMg%2FspnHlxHqo%2FSuG1jPg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2017-HB-4748&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=EABZpr7mMxLC3D8Er4vOYX7wdKOuU%2FfwuI1mFnsTfm4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2017-HB-5199&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=Vzb93lhe1rU9UqVosYkrOGSkmSXNL749y%2FI0NULmT7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislature.mi.gov%2Fmileg.aspx%3Fpage%3Dgetobject%26objectname%3D2018-HB-5801&data=02%7C01%7Cvanderroestv%40michigan.gov%7C35391adfd738445ce90508d674ced34d%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636824828979499286&sdata=lrdbpmF4JQDHPv42XZhUzywebE5MOFAyFLAp%2FW5o8N8%3D&reserved=0


Legislative Summary  
Provided by the Michigan Bureau of Elections 

Updated as of 1.7.2019 
 
 
  
HB 5992 and HB 6107 -- Election Forgery 

• Creates a new election forgery offense, which includes knowingly making, filing or 
otherwise publishing: (1) a false document with intent to defraud, or (2) a document 
that contains false signatures with intent to defraud. 

• Makes it a felony to sign a petition with multiple names. 
• Assigned 2018 PA 620 and 2018 PA 650 with immediate effect.  

  
HB 6582 -- “Emily” FOIA bill: 

• Amends the Freedom of Information Act to require requesters to provide their full 
name, address, contact information, and a valid phone number or email address. 

• Provides that a requester’s failure to pay a FOIA deposit within 45 days indicates that 
the requester has abandoned the request. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 523 with immediate effect. 
   
HB 6595 -- Statewide Petition Canvass Process:   

• Makes substantial changes to the filing and canvass of statewide proposal petitions.  
Also adds requirements to certain county and local proposal petitions --   See ** below.  
Candidate petition forms remain unchanged.   

• Places a signature cap that prohibits a petition sponsor from gathering more than 15% 
of the filed signatures from a single congressional district and renders all signatures 
gathered in excess of the cap invalid. 

• Imposes a 7-business day deadline to file a lawsuit challenging a determination of 
petition sufficiency or insufficiency made by the Board of State Canvassers. 

• Requires statewide proposals to be circulated on a new congressional district form. 
• **Adds new elements to the petition form, including a check box indicating whether the 

circulator is a paid circulator or volunteer and a new notice to circulators.   
• Creates an optional process for the Director of Elections and BSC to draft/approve the 

100-word summary at the top of the petition and bars challenges regarding the 
sufficiency of the summary if this voluntary process is used. 

• Requires paid circulators to file an affidavit with the Secretary of State prior to 
circulating petitions and renders any signatures gathered by a person who fails to file 
the affidavit invalid. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 608 with immediate effect.  
  
SB 1095 and SB 1127 -- City/Community College Filing Deadlines:  

• Standardizes filing deadlines for community college offices to the 15th Tuesday before 
the election. 

• Standardizes filing deadlines for city offices to the 15th Tuesday before the Primary or 
Regular election date as applicable. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 627 and 2018 PA 628 with immediate effect.  
  
 SB 1238 -- Prop 18-3 Implementation:   

• There are actually five bills (SB 1238-1242), but 1238 is the main bill and the one that 
amends the Michigan Election Law.  Two of the other bills amend the Vehicle Code and 
Personal Identification Card (PID) Act to reflect the new requirement to automatically 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-HB-5992&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=LCo6RSYxJucK%2F%2FZslhHz6quvILYYBD%2B93M%2FA4saow0w%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-HB-6107&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=uVNIHvJJrSfeqf%2FIYtx7qa05kjutCmfdr0FQmsMgstw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-HB-6582&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=%2F8cFz0no3%2BaVhsOhDJoh%2Bs5%2BLpS7m5rcrmO3Yxpn%2Bi8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-HB-6595&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=ayRddCm5cvbe%2FozadukriyBPYAPAjpGIEMf5PPW3d7o%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-SB-1095&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=v1buZWTVup0l0HB7LFTRHJPUsUdiflnEuLJ6ZGVOgI4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-SB-1127&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=dT1aZFusT7zNPAWLiOrq9E0HiEnsomknZB9589gK7IM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flegislature.mi.gov%2Fdoc.aspx%3F2018-SB-1238&data=02%7C01%7Cbourbonaisl%40michigan.gov%7Ccc948209815047262e9108d6727fb77a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636822290187184744&sdata=uutYE2LHs1mUEU2jAO4kljS%2FCBgvnFVqC0Y37kYhGpA%3D&reserved=0
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register Driver’s License/PID applicants, unless they decline; the remaining bills are 
technical updates to statutory citations. 

• Requires the Secretary of State to prescribe audit procedures and requires the Secretary 
of State and County Clerks to conduct audits, including an audit of results for statewide 
races in selected precincts. 

• Requires all qualified individuals to be automatically registered to vote when performing 
a driver’s license or personal identification card transaction at a branch office, unless the 
person declines. 

• Changes the Secretary of State branch office and mail-in registration deadline from 30 
days to 15 days before an election. 

• Allows in-person voter registration to occur through election day at the individual’s city 
or township clerk’s office.  During the 14 days before an election, the individual must 
provide proof of residency. 

• Requires the Secretary of State to provide notice to individuals who register to vote in 
SOS branch offices, by mail, or online, in the 14 days prior to Election Day that he or she 
is not eligible to vote in the next election unless he or she applies in person at his or her 
city or township clerk’s office. 

• Changes the last date that an absent voter ballot can be mailed via first class mail to an 
elector to 5pm the Friday before the election. 

• Allows a person to submit a voter registration and an absent voter application at the 
same time when registering to vote in person at the clerk’s office through election day. 

• Requires city and township clerks to be available at his or her office for any combination 
of at least 8 hours on the Saturday or Sunday immediately before election day to issue 
and receive absent voter ballots.  Clerks are required to post notice and provide notice 
to the Secretary of State at least 30 days before the election of the hours the office will 
be open. 

• Allows a city or township to specify additional hours and locations that the clerk will be 
available to issue and receive absent voter ballots.  These locations must allow 
challengers to be present. Clerks are required to post notice and provide notice to the 
Secretary of State at least 30 days before the election of the additional hours and 
locations the office will be open when applicable. 

• Assigned 2018 PA 603 with immediate effect.  
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Diane Lyon

From: Michigan Secretary of State [MISOS@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 11:08 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: NEWS RELEASE: Secretary Benson welcomes era of no-reason mail-in voting in Michigan

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Feb. 21, 2019 
Contact: Shawn Starkey 
StarkeyS@Michigan.gov 

  
Secretary Benson welcomes era of no-reason mail-in voting in Michigan 

Convenient option available to every registered voter 

No-reason mail-in voting has launched in Michigan, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced 
today, explaining it will make voting easier for people across the state. 

“If you want to fill out your ballot at home, you should be able to do so. And if you want to avoid the 
stress of finding time to get to the polls on Election Day, you should be able to do that, too,” Benson 
said. “The era of no-reason mail-in voting has begun in Michigan, and I’m excited about the 
potential it has to engage more of our fellow citizens in our democracy.” 

She called no-reason mail-in voting a common-sense reform that can save administrative costs and 
headaches, increase turnout and reduce lines during elections. The reform also removes Michigan 
from the ranks of the relatively few states that haven’t offered voters the ability to mail-in their vote 
for no reason. 

Benson held a news conference with Flint Township Clerk Kathy Funk at township offices on the 
first day registered voters can request a mail-in ballot for the May 7 election. They were joined by 
other local officials and two area residents – a small business owner and an employee of a business 
with nontraditional hours – who couldn’t previously use a mail-in ballot but now will have that 
convenient option in their busy lives. 

On Nov. 6, Michigan voters overwhelmingly approved Proposal 3, which contained many measures 
to make voting more accessible and secure, including a provision that allows voters to obtain a mail-
in ballot without providing a reason. Before that, voters in Michigan could only request a mail-in 
ballot if they could meet one of six criteria as an “absent voter,” such as being 60 years or older or 
expecting to be out of town on Election Day. 

“No-reason mail-in voting is a convenience that will help many people at election time,” Benson 
said. “Last November, the people of this state decided to make voting easier, and their change for 
the better begins today.” 
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Benson encouraged residents to visit Michigan.gov/Vote, where they can download a mail-in ballot 
application and find a wealth of election-related information. 

# # # 
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Diane Lyon

From: MACTV Network [mactvnewsletter@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 3:04 PM
Subject: February MAC TV Newsletter

MAC TV Network Newsletter 

Hello and welcome to February's MAC TV Newsletter – a peak inside what our staff, high school co-op 
students, interns and volunteers have been up to filming in your community.  

If you wish to stop receiving our monthly newsletter, you can opt out by simply replying to this email saying so 
– but we'll miss you.  

Community Events Covered 
MAC TV covers local events in Gratiot, Isabella and Clare counties. If you know of an event we should cover 
please do not hesitate to let us know about it!  

The kids of the Broadway Theater invite you to their upcoming show Into The Woods Jr. 
https://vimeo.com/315947421  

The local Beatles cover‐band the Liverpool Experience will be playing a benefit concert for the Broadway 
Theater and we helped make a promo for it. 
https://vimeo.com/315692835  

Our volunteers from MMI want to invite you to the 2019 Polar Plunge for Special Olympics Michigan!  
To participate/donate you can visit: somi.org/events/polarplunge.html#.XEdrWPyQzfY 
https://vimeo.com/312796789  

Explore volunteer opportunities in our community and check out what to expect at the Isabella County 
volunteer expo!  
https://vimeo.com/315269214  

Check out the fun events coming up at that Harrison District Library  
https://vimeo.com/314052197  

We made a promo for St. Louis High School, as their BPA Chapter partnered with Operation Care Package 
https://vimeo.com/310841058  

We made a promo for St. Louis High School's spaghetti fundraiser  
https://vimeo.com/310410185  
 
MAC TV's Game of the Week 
2‐6‐2019. The Mid‐Michigan College Lakers host the LCC Stars in men's basketball action 
https://vimeo.com/316844954  
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2‐6‐2019. The Lansing Community College Stars visit the Mid‐Michigan Lakers for a Women's Basketball game. 
The Lakers are looking to bounce back after two consecutive defeats. 
https://vimeo.com/316839626  

1‐11‐2019. The Meridian Mustangs traveled to Harrison to take on the Hornets in girls varsity basketball 
action. Nolan Shull calls all the action. 
https://vimeo.com/311539713  
 
1‐8‐2019. The St. Charles Bulldogs travel to take on the Sharks in the Shark Tank for some varsity boys 
basketball action. Diamond Neph calls the action 
https://vimeo.com/310605137  
 
1‐8‐2019. The St. Charles Bulldogs travel to take on the Sharks in the Shark Tank for some varsity girls 
basketball action. Diamond Neph calls the action 
https://vimeo.com/310609070  
 
1‐4‐2019. The Hornets travel to Clare to take on the Pioneers in varsity girls basketball action. Nick Toner calls 
all of the action. 
https://vimeo.com/310622241  

1‐3‐2019 . The Breckenridge Huskies travel to Mt. Pleasant to take on the Sacred Heart Irish in Varsity boys 
basketball action. Jared DeRosia calls the action.  
https://vimeo.com/310599903  

Humane Animal Treatment Society (HATS) Promo's 
If you would like to adopt a dog or cat at HATS you can visit their website: hatsweb.org 

Meet Obara! She is a kitty at the Humane Animal Treatment Society who is looking for a special someone 
https://vimeo.com/316188620  

Meet Sonia! She is a lab-shepherd/mix who is waiting at the Humane Animal Treatment Society for someone to 
give her a forever home. 
https://vimeo.com/313454652  

Meet Zoe! She is a terrier pit bull/mix who is waiting at the Humane Animal Treatment Society for her forever 
home. 
https://vimeo.com/313431304  

Meet Bark! He is a Siamese mix who is waiting at the Humane Animal Treatment Society to share his affection 
with someone who will give him a forever home. 
https://vimeo.com/312163513  

Meet Ears! She is a terrier/pit bull mix who is longingly waiting at the Humane Animal Treatment Society to 
share all her love with someone who will give her a forever home. 
https://vimeo.com/312153992  
 
Meet Jethro! He is a terrier/pit bull mix who is waiting with eager anticipation at the Humane Animal 
Treatment Society for his forever home. 
https://vimeo.com/311971771  
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Original Programming 
 
The Bell- We have a 5 local high school co-op students who are working together to bring us stories from the 
schools in our communities.  

Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation Scholarships 
https://vimeo.com/311283614  
 
We take a look at Saint Louis Public School's Fine Arts Showcase 
https://vimeo.com/309530661  

Mac & Cheese 
Our new original series "Mac & Cheese," featuring an ADOPTABLE dog from the Humane Animal Treatment 
Society or Dalis to the Rescue!  
Mac is not a very good cop, so he is assigned to his new partner, Cheddar.  
Watch as Mac and Cheddar solve crimes together. 
 
Stay tuned for more episodes!  

Pleasant Chat- Pleasant Chat is a bi-weekly production of local events covered in Gratiot, Isabella and Clare 
counties by MAC TV.  
 
On this episode of Pleasant Chat, Emily takes us to the Daddy Daughter Date Night, Art Reach, RallyCap 
Sports and Karma Kat Cafe's yoga with cats! Enjoy 
https://mactvnetwork.viebit.com/player.php?hash=ivv6xyotpe5Z  
 
Art Review – As you may know, the mid-Michigan area is home to many creative and artistic people. We at 
MAC TV want to capture as many as these creative people as possible and what better way to do that than in 
our program, Art Review!  

In this segment of Art Review, we visited Central Michigan University's Charles V. Park Library Auditorium to 
listen to Kelvin Byrd's keynote on the benefits of cutting down on junk food. 
https://vimeo.com/317085083  

In this segment of Art Review, we visited Central Michigan University's Art Gallery to witness the Habibah 
Sheikh's performance, "Mitli Mitlak" (Like You, Like Me). A piece that represents an "Islamic Internal 
Reflection in a Modern World". 
https://vimeo.com/317085083  

Central Michigan University libraries presents its new exhibit "Curiosities" with an accompanying artist talk by 
Sally Rose. 
https://vimeo.com/313234983  

Central Michigan University animation instructor Chad Bierdeman gave a presentation on his work using 
animation to help people with autism understand non-verbal expressions to accompany the Park Library’s new 
exhibit on loan from the Smithsonian entitled "Graphic Medicine: Ill Conceived & Well Drawn" 
https://vimeo.com/311914634  
 

Sports Attack  
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In this segment of Sports Attack Bryce talked to Mount Pleasant's Boys Varsity Basketball coach about their 
successful season and their goals for the rest of the year!  
https://vimeo.com/317085083  
 
In this segment of Sports Attack Bryce met with the Clare bowling team to discuss their season and what it is 
like to be on the team! 
https://vimeo.com/317085083  

On this segment of Sports Attack, Bryce takes us to Mt. Pleasant High School to talk with some competitive 
cheerleaders and their coach about their season so far! 
https://vimeo.com/315507204  
 
In this segment of Sports Attack, Bryce went to talk with Clare's Varsity Basketball Coach Matt Alexander. 
https://vimeo.com/314082834  

In this segment of Sports Attack, Bryce went to talk with Harrison's varsity boy's basketball coach. 
https://vimeo.com/314054014  

MAC Gives Back 
Part of our new MAC Gives Back campaign, MAC TV would like to get involved in volunteer opportunities in 
Clare, Gratiot or Isabella counties. With busy lives, it can be hard to find time to volunteer. However, the 
benefits of volunteering are enormous to you, your family and your community. Volunteers are often the glue 
that holds a community together. Even helping out with the smallest tasks can make a real difference to the lives 
of people, animals, and organizations in need.  
If you have any events or ideas of ways we can help get involved in our community please let us know! 

Public Service Announcements 

MAC TV Network wishes to help our local communities by playing currently made Public Service Announcements (PSA's) 
and also helping local organizations create their own PSA's to play on our channel and for them to use on their website 
or social media.  
A PSA is a free short video that MAC TV Network create for free and will distribute to help an organization communicate 
its message and highlight information about the nonprofit organizations' programs, activities, or events.  
The message in the PSA should be clear. Include the date and time of the event and any information that the audience 
may need, such as a web address or telephone number to learn more. Any organizations interested or wish to have 
more information please contact Carey at 989‐773‐9730 or at careyhammel@gmail.com.  

Training Opportunities 

We provide television production classes and are proud to announce we now have Sony and Panasonic HD chip 
cameras and will be giving free training to help you stay up-to-date on the ever changing world of technology. 
MAC TV also allows any trained volunteer access to our production equipment. For more information on taking 
our upcoming class and becoming a trained volunteer, please contact MAC TV at (989)773-9730.  

We Need You!  

MAC TV is always looking for upcoming events to cover, if you know of any in Gratiot, Isabella or Clare 
counties, please do not hesitate to let us know about it. MAC TV is also always looking for volunteers 
interested in covering any events. If you are already a volunteer or interested in becoming a volunteer, and 
interested in helping us cover events please call MAC TV at (989)773-9730 or email us at 
info@MACTVNetwork.org.  



5

Contact Us 

MAC TV Central Office 
312 W. Michigan Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Phone: 989.773.9730 
Fax: 989.773.9843 
info@MACTVNetwork.org 
 

 

Hours:  
Monday-Friday  

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Or by scheduled appointment 

MAC TV Network—Gratiot 
122 N. Mill St.  
St. Louis, MI 48880  
Contact: Eleanor at: 
info@MACTVNetwork.org  

 

Hours:  
Monday & Wednesday 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Or by scheduled appointment 

MAC TV Network –Clare  
Pere Marquette District Library 
185 E. 4th Street 
Clare, MI 48617 
Phone: 989.386.7576 
Fax: 989.386.3576 
Contact Carey at:  
careyhammel@gmail.com 

 

 

www.MACTVNetwork.org 

facebook.com/MACTVNetwork 

twitter.com/MACTVNetwork or @MACTVNetwork 

vimeo.com/MACTVNetwork 

Channel 191 & 187 on Charter 


